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Abstract

The European Vegetation Classification Committee (EVCC) was established in 2017 by the European Vegetation Survey
to maintain and update a standard phytosociological classification of European vegetation. Vegetation scientists can
send proposals for modification of specific parts of the EuroVegChecklist, which is used as a baseline. The proposals
are accepted or rejected based on recommendations issued by a specialist group and after voting by EVCC members.
Here we report the results of the first voting, which took place from 4 June to 4 July 2020. EVCC members voted on
the recommendations issued for three proposals of change concerning spring and dune vegetation, and mediterranean
grasslands. As a result, EVCC accepted to modify the classes Ammophiletea and Helichryso-Crucianelletea, but rejected
to include the alliance Philonotidion seriatae and the class Charybdido pancratii-Asphodeletea ramosi. These rejections
are not final, and similar proposals can be submitted again with new data supporting the proposed changes.

Abbreviations: EVCC = European Vegetation Classification Committee; SG = Specialist Group.

Keywords

Alliance, class, European Vegetation Survey, EuroVegChecklist, EVCC, order, phytosociology, syntaxonomy

Introduction

European phytosociology has traditionally been charac-
terised by a pluralism of national and regional traditions
(Guarino et al. 2018). The idea to develop a coherent
overview of vegetation units for the whole of Europe was
revived by the formation of the IAVS working group ‘Eu-
ropean Vegetation Survey’ in 1992, and a first preliminary
compilation was published by Rodwell et al. (2002). In the
following years, these attempts were intensified, culmi-
nating in the publication of the ‘EuroVegChecklist’ (Mu-
cina et al. 2016).

In 2017, the European Vegetation Classification Com-
mittee (hereafter EVCC) was established by the European
Vegetation Survey to maintain and update a standard phy-
tosociological classification of European vegetation, taking

the EuroVegChecklist as a baseline. The EVCC involves
experts whose expertise collectively covers most European
vegetation types and most European regions. Its tasks are:
(a) receiving proposals for changes of specific parts of the
EuroVegChecklist; (b) organising the reviewing of these
proposals by international expert groups; and (c) deciding
about acceptance or rejection of the proposals.

Currently, the EVCC has the following 69 members:
Emiliano Agrillo, Iva Apostolova, Fabio Attorre, Chris-
tian Berg, Erwin Bergmeier, Edoardo Biondi, Idoia Bi-
urrun, Carlo Blasi, Richard Boeuf, Salvatore Brullo, Helga
Biiltmann, Juan Antonio Campos, Jorge Capelo, Andraz
Carni, Milan Chytry, Janos Csiky, Fred Daniéls, Jiirgen
Dengler, Yakiv Didukh, Panayotis Dimopoulos, Romeo
Di Pietro, Nikolai Ermakov, Giuliano Fanelli, Federico
Fernandez-Gonzdalez, Dan Gafta, Rosario Gavildn, Dan-
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iela Gigante, Gian Pietro Giusso del Galdo, Valentin Gol-
ub, Riccardo Guarino, Michal Hajek, Rense Haveman,
Dmytro Iakushenko, Adrian Indreica, Ute Jandt, Monika
Jani$ov4, Jan Jansen, John Janssen, Borja Jiménez-Alfaro,
Zygmunt Kacki, Anna Kuzemko, Flavia Landucci, Javier
Loidi, Zdenka Lososova, Corrado Marceno, Vlado Mat-
evski, José Antonio Molina, Ladislav Mucina, Vladimir
Onipchenko, Sandro Pignatti, Valerijus RaSomavicius,
John Rodwell, Jan Rolecek, Solvita Risina, Daniel Sanchez
Mata, Arnoldo Santos Guerra, Joop Schaminée, Jozef
Sibik, Urban Silc, Zeljko Skvorc, Vladimir Stupar, Kateti-
na Sumberova, Massimo Terzi, Gilles Thébaud, Jean-Paul
Theurillat, Ioannis Tsiripidis, Rossen Tzonev, Milan Val-
achovi¢, and Wolfgang Willner.

Any vegetation scientist can send a proposal for mod-
ification of a specific part of the EuroVegChecKklist, typ-
ically based on published scientific papers. The EVCC
establishes a Specialist Group (SG) for each proposal
received. Each SG consists of at least three members of
the EVCC whose expertise is close to the topic of the
proposal, led by a Coordinating Editor assigned by the
Secretary (or Deputy Secretary) of the EVCC. Based on
the discussion within the SG, the Coordinating Editor
prepares a recommendation about the proposal, which
can be Accept’ or ‘Reject’. Once a year, the EVCC mem-
bers are asked to vote about the recommendations.
More details about the whole procedure are available
in the document approved at the EVS Business Meeting
in Bilbao on 14 September 2017 (available at http://eu-
roveg.org/download/EuroVegChecklist-update-proce-
dures-2017-09-14-APPROVED.pdf).

Here we report the results of the first voting, which took
place from 4 June to 4 July 2020. In this voting, EVCC
members were asked to vote on the recommendations is-
sued for three proposals of change.

Report on proposals,
recommendations and voting

Proposal 001 - Inclusion of the alliance Philo-
notidion seriatae in the EuroVegChecklist

Author of proposal: Dirk Hinterlang
Date of proposal: 5 October 2017

Summary of proposal: The author suggests to include
the alliance Philonotidion seriatae Hinterlang 1992 in the
EuroVegChecklist, where it is currently indicated as syn-
taxonomic synonym of the alliance Swertio perennis-Ani-
sothecion squarrosi Hada¢ 1983.

Supporting publication: Hinterlang (2017).

Specialist Group: Michal Hajek (Coordinating Editor),
Ladislav Mucina, Jiirgen Dengler, José Molina, Christian
Berg, Milan Valachovi¢, Jozef Sibik.

Recommendation (23 February 2018): The SG suggest-
ed to reject the proposal, but to reconsider the decision
if additional material is provided which clearly demon-

strates the floristic independence of Swertio-Anisothecion
squarrosi and Philonotidion seriatae (i.e., own diagnostic
species) at a wider geographical scale.

Voting: The recommendation of the Specialist Group
was confirmed by the EVCC.

Proposal 002 - Inclusion of the class Charyb-
dido pancratii-Asphodeletea ramosi in the Eu-
roVegChecklist

Authors of proposal: Edoardo Biondi, Simona Casavec-
chia, Simone Pesaresi, Roberta Gasparri and Nello Biscotti
Date of proposal: 27 February 2018

Summary of proposal: The authors suggest to include
the new class Charybdido pancratii-Asphodeletea ramosi
Biondi et al. 2016 with its two new orders Asphodeleta-
lia ramosi Biondi in Biondi et al. 2016 and Bellido sylves-
tris-Arisaretalia vulgaris Biondi in Biondi et al. 2017 in the
EuroVegChecKklist.

Supporting publications: Biondi et al. (2016), Biondi et
al. (2017).

Specialist Group: Andraz Carni (Coordinating Editor),
Jorge Capelo, Romeo Di Pietro, Giuliano Fanelli, Ladislav
Mucina, Jozef Sibik.

Recommendation (11 November 2019): The SG noted
that this proposal goes beyond merely accepting a new
class into the EuroVegChecklist. It also contains syntax-
onomic changes of concern for the classes Lygeo-Stipetea
Rivas-Mart. 1978 and Trifolio-Geranietea T. Miiller 1962.
A proposal of a new class should be clearly ecologically
and floristically argued. The floristic delimitation would
be unequivocally addressed if a synoptic table was pre-
sented that would document the status of the new class
in relation to other, floristically similar classes. The SG
identified at least two classes towards which the Charyb-
dido-Asphodeletea should be delimited, namely towards
the Lygeo-Stipetea and the Trifolio-Geranietea. Therefore,
the SG recommended rejection, but encouraged the au-
thors to provide additional evidence for their proposal by
means of synoptic tables.

Voting: The Recommendation of the Specialist Group
was confirmed by the EVCC.

Proposal 003 - Modification of the classes Am-
mophiletea and Helichryso-Crucianelletea in the
EuroVegChecklist

Authors of proposal: Corrado Marceno and Milan Chytry
Date of proposal: 18 October 2019

Summary of proposal: The authors suggest to rear-
range the syntaxonomic framework of European dune
vegetation. They propose to modify the classes Ammo-
philetea Br.-Bl. et Tx. ex Westhoff et al. 1946 and Heli-
chryso-Crucianelletalia maritimae Géhu et al. in Sissingh
1974. The main change would be the inclusion of the
Honckenyo-Elymetea arenarii Tx. 1966 and Elymetalia
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gigantei Vicherek 1971 as separate class and order, re-
spectively.

Supporting publications: Boscaiu (1975), Sburlino et al.
(2013), Marceno et al. (2018).

Specialist Group: Juan Antonio Campos (Coordinating
Editor), Erwin Bergmeier, Jiirgen Dengler, Rense Haveman.

Recommendation (7 February 2020): The SG conclud-
ed that Marceno et al. (2018) convincingly demonstrated
that the variation in species composition of European
and Mediterranean coastal dune vegetation is strongly
affected by the geographic component (differentiation
between Atlantic, Mediterranean and Black Sea regions).
TWINSPAN classification and DCA clearly supported
the main separation between the Atlantic-Baltic and
Mediterranean-Black Sea dune vegetation. This vegeta-
tion pattern is also supported by phylogeographic studies
(Kadereit et al. 2005; Kadereit and Westberg 2007) car-
ried out on some widely distributed dune species such as
Cakile maritima, Eryngium maritimum, Euphorbia paral-
ias, which point to the importance of the Strait of Gibral-
tar as a barrier in the gene flow of many coastal species.
Therefore, the SG recommend acceptance of the proposal
with minor wording adjustments that were accepted by
the authors of the proposal.

Voting: The recommendation of the Specialist Group was
confirmed by the EVCC. The proposal is therefore accepted.
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Summary and outlook

The modifications as indicated in Proposal 003 will be im-
plemented in the next EuroVegChecklist update. However,
we would like to emphasise that the rejection of Proposals
001 and 002 is not final. In both cases, the main reason
why the expert committees recommended rejection was
the lack of a pan-European revision with synoptic tables.
Thus, it is possible that the same or similar proposals are
submitted again when new data supporting the proposed
changes have been presented.

Two more proposals are now in the evaluation process.
We would like to remind vegetation scientists who are
willing to submit a proposal to follow the abovementioned
procedures, especially regarding the documentation sup-
porting the proposal, e.g., scientific papers including syn-
optic tables showing the floristic delimitation between the
target syntaxon/syntaxa and other related ones.

Proposals have to be sent to the acting EVCC Secretary or
Deputy Secretary (see http://euroveg.org/evc-committee).
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